Castle Capers 1974 to 2010
by Barbara Davies
Cast Member 1974 - 2010
It was in 1974 when the very first Castle Capers

..

show began. I was Akela at 96th Whitmore &
Baldwin's Gate Scout group and at a Cub Leaders
meeting in the summer of 1973, we had an
invitation to join the cast of a brand new District
Scout Show to be put on by Newcastle Under Lyme
Scout District. Auditions were held and rehearsals
started at the end of the year and the rest is history

In these 36 years of Castle Capers I have made so
many lifelong friends and have seen many talented

We started our first show at Newcastle College

cast members who have worked so hard

where the entry to the stage was accessed by a

throughout the years. You will see a few of them on

narrow spiral staircase, one way up and one way

stage, back stage and front of house tonight and

down, as the dressing rooms were under the stage.

some of these youngsters have seen their own

We then moved to The Mitchell Memorial Theatre

children in the show. Everyone works together as a

in Hanley where we had dressing rooms with lights

team to give each performance sparkle, fun and

around the mirrors and plenty of room to get on
and off the stage. We are now back full circle at
Newcastle Science College where we will have a
different stage to perform on. Castle Capers started
with Cubs, Scouts, Venture Scouts and Leaders.
Now we have girls and Beavers in the cast.

giving the audiences so much pleasure in watching
thoroughly entertaining Gang Shows. I have
enjoyed every performance as each show has given
confidence, discipline and character to so many,
which captures the spirit of the Scout Training
Programme.

We were assessed for our Gang Show status by the
late Ralph Reader and earned our red scarf, which

Many of the after show parties in the past have

we all wear with pride.

been great fun and we have had the chance to 're
write' some of the items we have performed in the
show to entertain each other I am looking forward
to this year's show, although, every year I keep
saying this one will be my last, but I am still here. I
am so proud of my red Scarf
As an audience you can't feel the brilliant
atmosphere on and back stage but I hope you will
sit back, relax and enjoy our great show tonight.

JAMBOREE 2011
Rinkaby, Sweden

OUR REPRESENTATIVES:
lsobella Emmens

I joined Scouting 1 O years ago as a beaver
and then went through into cubs, scouts and
finally now an explorer. I am a member of St
George and St Giles explorer unit. I first joined
the beavers to follow in my uncles footsteps
both of whom were scouts when they were
young. To become selected for the jamboree I
first had to fill in an application form. I then
attended a selection camp, which was great
fun but you knew throughout the weekend
you were being watched and assessed to see
if you had the qualities they were being
looked for in a contingent member. A few
days after the camp I received a envelope
post marked Kibblestone !! I knew it was my
"decision" letter. Frightened to open it in case
it wasn't good news. I waited for mum to
come home and then she opened for me.
When I saw I had been accepted I was so
happy, I stood and screamed with delight. I
had made it. I was going to SWEDEN. I am so
pleased to be going to the Jamboree - it is a
chance to do something for myself to prove I
can do it. I am really looking to meeting
Scouts from all over the world.

Charlotte Pritchard

I joined Scouting 3 and a half years ago as a
scout and am now an explorer with Centurion
Explorer Unit. I was previously a guide but
was looking for more excitement and more of
a challenge so I joined the Scouts. I also
attended a selection camp. I received my
letter from Kibblestone. I didn't open it until
my parents returned home. I opened it and

we read it together. I had to read it twice to
make sure. Yes I was going to Sweden. I am
looking forward to meeting people who all
have a common interest and goal which is to
be the best we can in Scouting. I am very
excited about going to the Jamboree and
cannot wait for next summer.

Rob Jones

I started Scouting 8 years ago as a beaver. I
then progressed through into cubs and
scouts. I am now an explorer with Centurion
explorer unit. I joined cubs to give me a
hobby. I enjoy doing badge work and
meeting new people. Mu journey to the
jamboree started with my letter telling me I
was on my way to the selection camp. When I
received my letter from Kibblestone I ripped it
open and was absolutely delighted to
discover I had been given a place at the
jamboree. My family were so proud. I am
looking forward to meeting new people from
different cultures. At the camp every time you
turn a corner it will be like being in a different
part of the world.

•
Since the last production of Castle Capers Newcastle Scouts have been saddened by
the passing of W J Webber. As only the second person to be appointed Secretary of
the Stoke-on-Trent and Newcastle Divisional Scout Council, Bill had the difficult task
of following in the footsteps of the legendary Charles Marshall Amor (CM.A.) who
had been the figurehead of local Scouting since the late 1920s - being closely
involved in the setting up of the Kibblestone Scout Camp and the Divisional Gang
Show, Screamline. Bill accepted the challenge, continuing the good work of his
predecessor, but stamping his own standard of excellence in the job. Bill was a keen
supporter of Gang Shows throughout the Division and was himself a performer in
Screamline, as well as holding the post of Chorus Master. The cast of Castle Capers
could always expect a humorous but honest criticism of the show from Bill when he
was welcomed backstage. Bill will be greatly missed by all in Castle Capers. The 2010
show will be the first he has been unable to offer his valued comments upon.

79 th U RC Scout Group present
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The UK's first nationally recognised Group Show
send their best wishes to everyone involved with
Castle Capers 2010.

